Colorado League of RC&D Councils
January 15, 2010
Minutes

The January 15, 2009 meeting of the Colorado League was called to order at 11:20 a.m. by chair Bob Frye.  The meeting was held at the El Pomar Penrose House in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

The following were in attendance:  Jim Smith (San Juan), Doug Ramsey (Coordinator - San Juan), Rich Sears (East Central), Kristy Gay (Coordinator - East Central), Bill Alt (Sangre de Cristo), Steve Myers (Colorado Big Country), Laura Negley (Southeast Colorado).   Chairman Frye declare a quorum was present.
As office of League Secretary is vacant, Laura Negley was appointed acting secretary by the Chair.

There was no official treasurer’s report as newly appointed Treasurer, Doris King, was not present.  Chairman Bob Sears stated that there had been no change in the League finances since the last meeting and there was a balance of approximately $13,000.00 in the account.  The State NRCS has given the League $5,000.00 which the chair proposed be used for training at both the regional and state level.
Next, Bob discussed the current status of the League.  Over the past few months there have been a number of resignations.  Currently Bob Frye is chairman, Doris King is treasurer, and the offices of vice-chair and secretary are open (Roy Horvath has been interim secretary).  At the request of Jim Smith, the chair presented the duties of each office and what would be expected of the League members.  (Christy Gay had a copy of the League by-laws for reference.) League meetings would consist of teleconferences (one every other month) and two on-site meetings (Annual meeting and one in conjunction with the Soil Conservation Districts).  Other items that pertain to the administration of League business:  NRCS provides funding for RC&D trainings and registration for the National Association of RC&D Council meeting.  There are monies budgeted for the Council (currently East Central) that provide administrative support to the League.  Rich Sears asked if the League had event insurance for liability coverage.  The answer to his question was not certain but it was believe to be no.  Rich volunteered to look into this for future League events.  Rich also read out loud the League’s mission statement, discussion of legislative representation and lobbying ensued.

At this time Chairman Frye brought up the League training in April.  Discussion concerning how the training would be organized resulted in a motion by Laura Negley as follows.  The Colorado League Training will be scheduled for Friday and Saturday, April 23 & 24, 2009 at the El Pomar Penrose House in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  There will be two keynote speakers: Shirley, (last name not available) from Golden Hills RC&D, Iowa on their business model and Andy Garcia from National Association of RC&D Councils on contracts.  Rich Sears seconded and the motion passed.  NRCS will pay for the speakers expenses.  The League will discuss and finalize further details (start and end times, session details, etc.) at the next meeting by teleconference.

The next item of business was the National Association of RC & D’s Annual Leadership Training in Washington, D. C., March 1-2 and the Non-Profit meeting on March 3, 2010. Chairman Frye is willing to attend and Jim Smith moved that the Colorado League cover his expenses for March 1-2.  (National will cover March 3).

Steve Myers seconded and the motion passed.

The Western Region of RC&D Councils Annual Meeting in Missoula, Montana, January 31 through February 4, 2010 was discussed next.  Steve Myers moved and Jim seconded that League provide up to $240.00 (total) to offset expenses for  RC&D Council member(s) and/or employee(s) to attend.  If there is more than one attendee the $240.00 will be divided.   The motion passed.

At this time, Rich Sears showed interest in serving as League vice-chair.  Laura Negley move to nominate Rich for this office and Jim Smith seconded, motion passed.
As there was no further business to discuss, Chairman Frye adjourned the meeting.






Respectfully submitted,







Laura L. Negley







Acting Secretary
